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The title of this paper, it wih be realised, suggests 
a very extensive field, and I may say, at its commence-
ment, that on setting about its production one was 
quickly aware of a lack of record of much of women's 
work. 
The material prepared is not the result of State-
wide research. Such research would have involved a 
tremendous amount of time and work; questionnaires 
would have had to be sent to all towns in Queensland, 
and, judging by the information avahable in the metro-
politan area, the likelihood of acquiring valuable data 
elsewhere, even over a period of years, would seem 
to be remote. Moreover, in a paper of this length 
small isolated groups could hardly be included. 
The paper, therefore, does not purport to deal 
with every women's organisation which has come into 
being during the State's first hundred years, nor with 
every aspect of the work performed by the groups 
included. Rather does it seek to indicate the emergence 
and influence of women in widening circles outside 
the sphere recognised in the 1850s as specifically 
theirs—the home, an influence crystallised with the 
passing of the years in the formation of many organi-
sations. Groups in which men and women work side 
by side are not included, although in a few of those 
listed men do take some part. 
The first intention was to divide the century under 
review into four periods, 1859-1900; 1901-1920; 1921-
1945; and 1946-1958—periods during which marked 
changes in world conditions took place. However, 
research did not disclose drastic fundamental changes 
in organisational life, although the number of organi-
sations increased greatly. Changes have undoubtedly 
taken place but I feel that it will be sufficient to divide 
the century into the chronological periods 1859-1900, 
and 1901-1958, 
It is understandable that in our early years most 
of our women settlers were very much engaged in the 
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practical work which faces all pioneers—the establish-
ing of their homes in what was to some extent a 
wilderness. Then, too, we had two sections of women— 
"The Lady" and "The Toiler"—whose way of life was 
vastly different. With the passage of time the growing 
pains of an increasing population were felt and many 
avenues of work for public benefit in welfare and 
educational fields opened up; our women accepted the 
challenge. 
The lack of records already referred to can no 
doubt be attributed to pre-occupation with the prob-
lems of formation of the first organisations. The 
emergence of women, generally, into organised effort 
outside the home coincided with the development of 
Queensland as a State. In the 19th century women's 
organisations did not exist in any large number in 
any part of the world, but after the dawn of the 20th 
century those already in existence grew in strength 
and importance and new organisations sprang there-
from dealing with specific aspects of women's 
interests. Those listed herein are listed in order of date 
of formation. 
We shall observe that in the first period under 
review charitable and welfare work was the main field 
of endeavour. By 1900 women began to create a pubhc 
social life. The granting of the franchise to Australian 
women in 1903 stimulated greatly the work of women 
in matters of public welfare, 
1859-1900: For some thirty years after the setting 
up of Queensland as a separate State we find very 
little noted of organised activities by women, though 
records of Ladies' Committees commencing to function 
as early as 1865 to assist in the running of orphanages 
can be found; for example, the Diamantina Orphanage, 
Brisbane, 1865; the Rockhampton Orphanage under 
the auspices of the Rockhampton Benevolent Society, 
1869, and the Townsville State Orphanage, 1878. 
Women's Committees were also an important part of 
the management of the Lady Bowen Hospital, opened 
in 1864 by Lady Bowen, and the Chhdren's Hospital 
founded in 1878. Mrs, Weedon, Mrs. D. McConnel, Lady 
O'Conneh and Mrs. Cowlishaw were very active in the 
establishment of the latter. 
A committee functioned in the 1880s in connection 
with The Governesses' Home and Young Women's 
Institute. The organisation of the Home was under the 
patronage of Lady Musgrave, wife of the State 
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Governor. I quote the following statement from facts 
compiled by B. J. Young of Enoggera—"During the 
period over which it functioned it played a very real 
part in the life of the colony, and in the early days 
of the State fhled a passing need of women who were 
forced through no fault of their own to seek employ-
ment to maintain themselves, and this in an era of 
Victorian snobbery and class distinction in its cruelest 
form." 
The Home operated until October, 1927, when the 
buhding which it occupied at the corner of Hale Street 
and Milton Road passed into the hands of the District 
Nursing Association. 
Mrs, Hale, wife of the second Bishop of Brisbane, 
and Mrs. Glennie, wife of Archdeacon Glennie, inaugur-
ated The Governesses' Home. 
Church women interested in securing reforms in 
matters of public welfare found their way into the 
early women's organisations, obtaining thereby rneans 
of expressing themselves as responsible citizens. 
Specific groups instigated by church circles whl be 
mentioned herein as they arise. 
Of interest is the fact that the first Order of 
Roman Catholic Nuns to come to Queensland — 
The Sisters of Mercy — arrived in Brisbane from 
Dublin in May, 1861 — women to whom the Church 
gave authority and recognition of ability in leadership 
in philanthropic work. Whhe their activities would not 
be regarded as citizenship in the widest sense, the 
Sisters did hold policy-making posts in their own 
sphere—a status not then accorded to women else-
where. This Order immediately devoted itself to the 
serving of the community—nursing the sick, caring 
for the aged and assisting the poor. The site of their 
present Headquarters (All Hahows Convent, Brisbane) 
was purchased in 1863. Their very early work included 
the establishing of an Orphanage, now St. Vincent's 
Home, Nudgee. 
Under the banner of the Church of England we 
find in 1882 The Girls' Friendly Society. Its originator 
in Queensland was Mrs. Glennie, wife of Archdeacon 
Glennie; Lady O'Conneh was its first President. The 
society, designed to be of special help to lonely girls, 
exists wherever the Church of England works through-
out the world and carries on its good work in Queens-
land to-day, catering for the welfare of girls and young 
women in a modern age. 
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We now deal at length with what was, I quote, 
"The first properly organised women's society in the 
Colony"—The Women's Christian Temperance Union. 
The union holds a unique place in the history of the 
women's movement. In Australia, and in about eighty 
different countries it has pioneered the way for other 
organisations working for citizenship reforms. Its wide 
international links, its platform of principles and its 
convention resolutions indicate wide interests in human 
progress, particularly those reforms affecting women 
and chiMren, 
The Queensland Union was organised in 1835, as 
the result of the visit of Mrs, Mary Clement Leavitt 
of the United States of America, who formed unions 
in Brisbane, Maryborough, Rockhampton, Townsville 
and Ipswich, A year later a call went out from these 
unions for a meeting of delegates to form a Colonial 
Union, Mrs, Brentnah, wife of the Hon. F, T, Brentnah, 
M,L.C,, was elected Colonial President, In 1891 the 
Queensland Union joined with the unions from the 
other colonies and formed a National Union. This was 
about ten years before the Political Federation of the 
colonies into an Australian Commonwealth, 
The prevalence of alcoholism in the latter part of 
the 19th Century, and its effect on the home, w a^s 
responsible for the emphasis being placed on the tem-
perance part of the programme. As women at this time 
were grouped with infants and the insane, as far as 
the vote was concerned, it was natural that the battle 
for women's suffrage should also take a prominent part 
in the activities of the union. It is not so well known 
that many of the other reforms that are taken for 
granted to-day were also pioneered by the W.CT.U. in 
their unpopular stages. When sufficient public opinion 
was aroused, special organisations were formed and 
the battle-front widened. The idea of political rights 
for women had many opponents. 
Leaders of the suffrage movement were looking 
for an opportunity to form a Woman Suffrage League 
and the National Secretary of the W.CT.U., Miss 
Hannah Chewings, Adelaide, was sent to Queensland 
to try to get such a group organised. The League was 
formed on February 4, 1889. The State franchise was 
granted to the women of Queensland in 1905. Those 
familiar with the history of the pioneer work for the 
franchise done by the W.CT.U, were pleased when 
one of its Australian members, Miss Isabel McCorkin-
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dale, also an international W.C,T,U. vice-president, was 
appointed by the Commonwealth Government as the 
Australian delegate to the United Nations Status of 
Women Commission Meeting in New York in 1950. 
Many aspects of welfare work have occupied the 
union in Queensland during the past seventy years, 
including prison work, the seeking of justice for 
Aborigines with education and training to enable them 
to take their place as equal citizens, efforts to outlaw 
war. One of the difficult departments of work has 
been that of social hygiene and the repeal of the 
Napoleonic Law from the statute books of the State, 
which is not in keeping with the United Nations Con-
vention is still there. 
The thousands of women who have been members 
of the W.CT.U, have been educated to understand the 
significance of the social reforms required and have 
been able to support an advianced viewpoint when 
opportunities for progress have been presented. 
Members believe that eventuahy an advancing civilisa-
tion will eliminate the drinking of alcohol from the 
customs of society; that Nations will learn to live 
together in peace and in the spirit of mutual helpful-
ness, in keeping with the highest religious beliefs of 
all countries. 
The Lady Musgrave Lodge: Also in the year 1885 
a group of Brisbane women who felt there was a great 
need to provide a home for working women and girls 
of good character, met to discuss such a project. Lady 
Musgrave presided at the meeting, and it was decided 
that a deputation should approach the Colonial Secre-
tary, Sir S. W. Griffith, to seek co-operation in 
establishing a home of this nature. This was forth-
coming and in June, 1885, the Lady Musgrave Lodge 
was founded. It first operated at Petrie Terrace and 
two years later moved to Wickham Terrace. In 1892 
the present building in Astor Terrace was opened. 
The original aim sought to give advice and help to the 
occupants and to provide training in domestic work. 
The years have brought changes in the requirements 
of the Lodge, but it stih operates for the same section 
of the community, though the scope for working 
women and girls has widened enormously. 
The Salvation Army Women's Department which 
commenced in Queensland in 1889 has since its incep-
tion done a tremendous amount of valuable social wel-
fare work for women, girls and children who are cared 
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for in homes throughout the State. The care of aged 
women, too, has been increasingly undertaken. 
The various groups of women workers in the 
Presbyterian Church formed themselves into a State 
organisation in 1892, known as The Presbyterian 
Women's Missionary Union. The first President was 
Mrs. Wm. Jones, This body has become a very influen-
tial one, giving valuable assistance in work amongst 
aboriginal people with great appreciation and co-
operation from Governments, It has equipped itself, 
too, to be able to make statements on questions of 
reform, Weipa, one of the aboriginal mission stations, 
is a name well known to-day in connection with the 
bauxite field there, the potential of which to the State 
of Queensland is at the moment incalculable. 
The Brisbane Benevolent Society was formed in 
1894, following the 1893 flood, by a number of mem-
bers of the Queensland Women's Christian Temperance 
Union. Mrs, Thomas Howling was its organiser. The 
money used to form the society was left over from a 
picnic held at the Exhibition Ground for the poor of 
Brisbane after the flood. The fund was augmented over 
the years by the efforts of many women and much 
assistance to needy causes was given. The Society 
ceased to exist in 1948. Its operations over fifty-four 
years were meritorious, 
A purely social club known as The Pioneer Club 
emerged in 1894; it is mentioned here because it was 
formed to provide opportunities for social intercourse 
amongst women in an era when such opportunities in 
a public way were few. 
The Brisbane Needlework Guild commenced 
operations in the year 1898. The guild's object was to 
provide articles of clothing and house linen as dona-
tions to charitable organisations, hospitals, homes and 
missions. The guild continued its work until after the 
first world war and in its day made a valuable contri-
bution to the community and helped anonymously 
many persons in poor circumstances. Its founder Presi-
dent was Mrs. Glyn Connolly. Complementary to the 
efforts of this group was similar work done by others 
who assisted various institutions, and some of the 
latter are still in existence. 
An undenominational organisation whose work 
for the benefit of young women and girls throughout 
the world is known to all, is The Young Women's 
Christian Association. It was established in Queens-
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land in 1899 with an initial membership of nine, and 
Miss L. G, Griffith became the first President. To-day 
there are six Y,W,C,A, associations in Queensland 
towns, and in the metropolitan area we see concrete 
evidence of its existence in its Executive building 
and club rooms in Adelaide Street, and its three hostels 
catering for students and young business girls. 
The Y,W,C,A, gave unique opportunities to young 
women in days when little was done to train women 
in wider fields, and its work is of great value to-day 
in assisting the elimination of the problems which have 
developed with young folk in the 1950s. The association 
operates in educational, cultural, social and sporting 
groups under the guidance of trained staff and with 
the help of devoted women, and its fachities have been 
availed of by thousands. It has since its beginnings in 
Queensland been very active in assisting with the 
assimilation of migrants, and has striven to interest 
its members in the international field, with emphasis 
to-day on emerging Asian women. Undoubtedly in 
modern times there are many new avenues of interest 
for young women, many of them the direct result of 
Y.W.CA. instigation. The desire for expansion into 
wider spheres has been nurtured by the parent body, 
and new groups have been encouraged to arise from 
the needs of "growing out," 
The objectives of the Y,W,C,A. are:— 
"To unite women and girls in loyalty to Jesus 
Christ; to encourage membership in His Church, To 
strengthen Christian character by training of body, 
mind and spirit. To serve the Kingdom of God through 
a world-wide fellowship." 
In The Queensland Braille Writing Association we 
have another group which arose in the 19th Century, 
i,e,, in 1896, one which has proved a tremendous and 
constant boon to members of the community deprived 
of sight. The association cannot be claimed as entirely 
a women's organisation, but a very great part of its 
work has been done by women. It was founded with 
much encouragement and guidance from Lady Laming-
ton, wife of the then Governor of Queensland. Through 
its efforts a continuous stream of brahle books has 
been made available to blind readers. A large part of 
the association's work is the teaching of blind and 
semi-blind adults to read Braille. It is a very rewarding 
work for those who undertake it and the gain to the 
blind in our midst is incalculable. 
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The association's first President was Mrs. Pinnock. 
Undoubtedly the formation of the Queensland 
Women's Christian Temperance Union was the most 
significant event in the history of women's organisa-
tions prior to the 20th Century, and indeed it had great 
bearing on those which came into existence later. The 
setting up of the Young Women's Christian Associa-
tion in this State was also an outstanding event. The 
first mentioned nurtured the beginnings of the women's 
movement here; it encouraged and assisted many 
women to develop a widened outlook, to think construc-
tively of, and work for those outside the family circle. 
Its efforts behind the securing of that major reform 
—the vote by women—were very significant, Queens-
land women, and therefore the State, owe a great deal 
to the W.CT,U. and to the Y.W.CA. 
The establishing of such an organisation as the 
Braille Writing Association at that time was a move 
into a new avenue of welfare work. 
With the beginning of the 20th Century came the 
end of the Victorian era. A new and entirely different 
monarch was the Empire's head and restraints grew 
less. Women in Great Britain were struggling to be 
allowed a voice at the ballot box and in this department 
Australian women were well ahead, the Commonwealth 
Government granting them the right to vote in 1903. 
New developments took place here as a result of this, 
as we shall see. With the advent of war in 1914 pre-
viously unthought of scope for women came about. 
Much organisational work was undertaken to fill the 
needs of the time and some aspects of women's work 
in this field is mentioned herein. Many auxiliaries set 
up at that time continued after the cessation of hostili-
ties and when the second World War broke out in 1939 
their activities were again vigorously carried on. 
A group of a new type evolved in the year 1903, 
the first year in which Australian women were 
accorded the right to vote. It was The Queensland 
Women's Electoral League, formed in July, 1903, with 
Mrs. L. G. Corrie as President. A woman whose record 
of work and influence on women's advancement will 
remain in the annals of Queensland, was the first 
Honorary Secretary—she was Miss Margaret A. Ogg. 
One of the first responsibilities undertaken by the 
league was to secure for Queensland women the right 
to vote in a State election; this was granted in 1905 
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and exercised at the first State election thereafter, in 
1907. 
Among the aims of the organisation were some 
which showed a definite forward move, viz.: 
1. To advance political knowledge amongst women 
and generally to promote their interests and guard 
those of chhdren. 
2. To arrange for the selection of suitable candi-
dates for Parliament, by ballot, amongst the members, 
or otherwise, 
3. To encourage and reserve private enterprise, 
and combat unnecessary interference by the State with 
the individual rights and liberties of its citizens. 
In the 1920s the Q.W,E,L, had branches in other 
areas of the State; to-day its work is done from 
Brisbane. 
Only one woman has so far been elected to the 
State Parliament, Mrs, Irene Longman, 1929-1932, and 
one woman has represented Queensland in the Senate 
of the Commonwealth since 1946, Senator Annabehe 
Rankin, 
Ten women have succeeded in being elected to 
Local Government, namely:— 
Alderman M, H, P. White, City Counch, Brisbane 
(Queensland's first woman alderman and the first 
woman alderman in any capital city council in Aus-
tralia, elected 1949) ; Alderman Keitha Drake, Counch, 
Redcliffe; Alderman Vera Lacaze, Counch, Too-
woomba ; Alderman St. Henry, Council, Town of South 
Coast; Alderman Bettine Warner, City Counch, Bris-
bane; Councillor Daisy Kelly, Shire Counch, Hinchin-
brook ; Councillor H. D, Atkinson, Shire Counch, 
Eacham; Councillor Dorothy A, Wadley, Atherton 
Council; Alderman Lucy Byrne, Counch, Gladstone; 
Alderman I, W, Donnehan, Counch, Rockhampton. 
With the passage of fifty-five years since the 
granting of the franchise to women, there can un-
doubtedly be no satisfaction with the results of 
endeavours to have women elected to Local, State or 
Commonwealth Government, The league, however, 
works enthusiastically to-day and is extremely active 
in its efforts to implement its aims. When enthusiasm 
can be engendered in the large body of women in our 
State, much achievement will be recorded. 
The year 1904 brought the formation of the 
Mothers' Union in Queensland. It came into being 
through the efforts of the Rev. J. W, S, Tomlin in the 
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Parish of Christ Church, Milton, and in 1908 became 
a diocesan society of the Church of England. Lady 
Chelmsford, wife of the State Governor, was its first 
President. The ideals of the Mothers' Union seek high 
standards of home life and example, and of child train-
ing, with strong emphasis on reverence for the 
marriage tie. These are its first objectives. Real 
difficulties were experienced in the early stages of 
the establishment of the Queensland body of this 
world-wide organisation. Many outstanding and 
devoted women have given their talents to the 
extending the work of the Union, and a great influ-
ence for good on the life of the State has resulted. 
An association which originated from the Mothers' 
Union is The District Nursing Association, founded in 
1905 with only one nurse. Mrs. Arthur Exley was the 
power behind the formation of this organisation, 
realising the pressing need for a skhled nursing service 
in homes unable to afford to engage trained nursing. 
The year 1910 saw the launching of the District 
Nursing Association on the lines on which it works 
to-day. Where there is inability to pay, no charge is 
made for its services. 
It would not be inappropriate to say a word here 
about complementary work now being done by 
The Blue Nursing Service Association set up in 1953. 
Realisation by the Rev. Arthur Preston, of the West 
End Methodist Mission, of a need greater than could 
be coped with by the District Nursing Association, 
brought the new body into being, which fohows the 
lines of the first association instigated by Mrs. Arthur 
Exley. 
The National Council of Women of Queensland 
was formed in the year 1905 with the aim of uniting 
women's organisation for mutual counsel and co-
operation—to advance the interests of humanity and 
to confer on questions relating to the welfare of the 
family. Formation was preceded in 1903 by an address 
given to a group of Brisbane women by Mrs. Bevan 
of Melbourne, who was invited by the Queensland 
Women's Christian Temperance Union, and a visit by 
Miss Rose Scott, of Sydney, in the same year, who 
told of the Council's work in New South Wales—the 
result was the setting up of a provisional committee. 
October 1905 brought Mrs. Henry Dobson, Presi-
dent of the Tasmanian Council, to Brisbane, to ST>eak 
on the "Aims and Scope of National Councils." Follow-
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ing this the Queensland branch was formed with Mrs. 
J. T. Bell as the first President. 
To-day we find approximately 100 organisations 
affiliated with the Council in Queensland. During the 
past fifty years many new movements have been 
originated, reforms established and important ques-
tions brought before the public The council is able to 
speak strongly for the women of Queensland and its 
voice is heard with great respect. It is organised in 
support of no one interest. It is non-party political and 
non-sectarian. It cannot interfere in any way with the 
work or independence of its member organisations, but 
these can gain strength by bringing to the Council 
topics and problems for discussion, support or action. 
The Council provides means for women to work 
together on matters of interest to all, but possibly out-
side the scope or power of any one organisation. The 
raising of the status of women, the securing of equal 
opportunity for female workers and equal pay for 
work of equal value have been kept in the forefront of 
the Counch's plans. 
The National Council of Women in Queensland is 
a most valuable body. 
Two years later, through the efforts of the Rev. 
L(3yal Wirt, Congregational Minister, the Creche and 
Kindergarten Association was formed. This was in 
1907. It first appeared as an offshoot of the Brisbane 
Institute of Social Service and functioned in an old 
tobacco factory in Fortitude Valley given to the Rev. 
Loyal Wirt by the Dixon family of Sydney. The Creche 
was transferred to a small shop lent by Mr. James 
McWhirter, and the Kindergarten removed to the 
Warner Street School, lent by the Presbyterian Church 
Committee, 
The work undertaken in this organisation is 
especially within the orbit of women's fundamental 
interests, and the association has had many enthusi-
astic workers. In recent years its business manage-
ment has been assisted by business and professional 
men. 
The practical work of the association has grown 
enormously over fifty years. Two wars and their after-
maths have contributed largely to the increased need 
for creche care of children, which is undertaken for a 
child from the tender age of ten days. A large Creche 
centre operates in Fortitude Valley, and Kindergartens 
are established at Paddington, West End, Rosalie and 
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Fortitude Valley. Seven city and eleven country Kin-
dergartens are affiliated with the Creche and 
Kindergarten Association. 
The work of the association has been carried on 
in a variety of premises during its long life. Interrup-
tion to the work was suffered during both the 1914-
1918 and 1939-1945 wars, and the association's many 
women workers have met with and overcome many 
difficulties. The organisation is one through which 
women can make a very great contribution to the 
producing of good Australians, since so much depends 
on the influences surrounding a child and impressions 
gained during its early years. 
The Kindergarten Training College is, of course, 
a most important side of the work. The first college 
(residential) functioned at Kangaroo Point and was 
opened in 1915; the present college building at Kelvin 
Grove was obtained in 1923. 
We shall go forward for a moment to the year 
1942 and interpolate here a word about a somewhat 
allied interest, The Kindercraft Day Nursery, which 
operated in an upstairs room in Queen Street. Mrs. 
T. R. Groom was the prime mover in "Kindercraft." 
In 1946 it was transferred to the roof of the City Hall 
and became what it remains. The Kindercraft Civic 
Day Nursery. 
We return now to 1908, to an organisation which 
has played an important part in assisting women to 
take their place in public life and has been instru-
mental in developing other groups—I refer to 
The Brisbane Women's Club. It is not surprising that 
the idea of forming such a group emanated from the 
Queensland Women's Electoral League. The objectives 
were mainly the securing of a social centre for women 
interested in the cause of freedom, and providing a 
means of encouraging free discussion amongst women 
on important public questions. 
The first President appointed was Mrs. W. 
Stephens but her occupancy of the office was of such 
short duration that we must record the second occu-
pant as the first effective President, Mrs. Frank Little. 
The club was most fortunate in having Miss Margaret 
A. Ogg (also Hon. Secretary of the Queensland 
Women's Electoral League) as the founder Honorary 
Secretary. In its early stages the group was known as 
the Women's Progressive Club—in 1912 the present 
name was taken. 
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The passing years have shown the Brisbane 
Women's Club to be a progressive body of much value 
to the community. Early in 1958 its membership stood 
at approximately 600. The club has become influential 
in fostering the civic spirit, in indicating avenues of 
women's service. As far back as 1922 it instigated 
the formation of the Queensland Country Women's 
Association, and in the same year the Travehers' Aid 
Society was sponsored and formed by a group in the 
club—both very important organisations to-day. 
The Australian Trained Nurses' Association: 
The State body of this association was constituted in 
1904. For seven years, until the State Nurses' Regis-
tration Board was set up in 1911, the association pro-
vided a guarantee of a qualified nursing service to the 
public. In 1921 the A.T.N.A. (Queensland branch) was 
registered under the Industrial and Arbitration Act of 
1916 as an Industrial Union of Employees. It is now 
known as the Royal Australian Nursing Federation 
(Queensland Branch), the name being changed in 1955. 
It is the only industrial union of women workers in 
Queensland and as such is vigilant in protecting the 
economic interests of members of the nursing 
profession. 
The Playground Association (Brisbane) com-
menced with a provisional committee in 1913 and Mrs, 
E, B, Harris, the then President of the National Counch 
of Women, may be said to have been the instigator of 
children's playgrounds. Miss M, J. Bedford was the 
convener of the 1913 committee; Mrs, Irene Longman, 
Honorary Secretary. The association was formally con-
stituted in 1919 and it found the task of convincing 
authorities of this community need by no means an 
easy one. However, two weh equipped playgrounds 
were established in Paddington and Spring Hih, with 
libraries attached; management is by a committee 
comprising members of both sexes. The work of the 
Playground Association cannot be mentioned without 
paying a tribute to the work and influence of Miss 
M, J, Bedford, whose efforts unth her death in 
December, 1955, were untiring. 
In The Queensland Wattle League we find a group 
of a quite different order. The league originated in 
Adelaide; in 1912 a branch was formed in Queensland, 
with many leading women in its membership. Its 
objective was the practical encouragement of young 
Australian artists. During its first two years funds 
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raised were devoted to the establishing of an art 
scholarship in London—Miss Daphne Mayo, sculptress, 
won the first scholarship. With the outbreak of war 
in 1914 the league's funds were directed to patriotic 
purposes; during the four years of war over £8,000 
was raised and used to assist ex-servicemen and their 
children. In 1923 the league reverted to its first pur-
pose—encouragement of the arts through provision of 
scholarships. By 1944 its membership had dwindled to 
only a few and in that year the league was incorpor-
ated into the "Half Dozen Group of Artists," 
1912 saw the inauguration of the Lyceum Club in 
Brisbane, membership, as in simhar clubs throughout 
the world, being confined to w^omen who had done 
original work in art, music, literature or science, who 
had special qualifications, or who had done outstanding 
public work. The initial "set-up" in Queensland was a 
provisional committee, of which Miss Lillian Paton was 
President. This cultural group became affiliated with 
London Lyceum Club in 1921. 
Women interested in arts and crafts formed a 
society in 1912—The Arts and Crafts Society, but the 
outbreak of war in 1914 brought a setback to its plans. 
The members, forty-four in number, transferred their 
activities to war work and undertook to teach crafts 
to maimed soldiers. Of interest is the fact that the 
1912 group formed the beginnings of the Red Cross 
Society's Handicrafts Section. 
In 1917 The Ladies' Harbour Lights Guild came 
into being. Actually it was an auxiliary to the Mission 
to Seamen; Lady Gould-Adams became its patron and 
the first President was Mrs. G, A, H, Curtis, The guhd 
seeks to provide a home away from home for seafaring 
men of all creeds and nationalities, to give them the 
amenities of family life, sporting facilities, etc. It first 
commenced operations in a house in Wickham Terrace; 
in 1925 the present premises in Petrie Bight were 
opened. 
Although The Queensland Bush Nursing Associa-
tion did not eventuate unth March, 1917, the project 
had been under consideration for some considerable 
time following a suggestion, which emanated from the 
then Mackay branch of the Queensland Women's 
Electoral League. In 1910 interest in "Bush Nursing" 
was evinced in other States, due to the enthusiasm 
of the wife of the then Governor-General, the 
Countess of Dudley. It is surprising that ten years 
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of the 20th Century should elapse before something 
was attempted to bring a nursing service to Australia's 
rural population. Because of the outbreak of war in 
1914 no progress was made with the forming of the 
Queensland Association until 1917, when a meeting 
was convened by the Lady Mayoress, Mrs. J. W. 
Hetherington, at which the association was 
constituted. 
Lady Munro-Ferguson became Life Patron, Lady 
Gould-Adams, Patron, and Mrs. E. S. Jackson was the 
first President. 
The work commenced with one nurse only (Nurse 
Tyson) at Banana, Central Western area. From the 
year 1920 the service made notable progress, giving 
much the same assistance to the country people as 
the District Nursing and Blue Nursing Associations 
give to the urban population. It received in 1920 a gift 
of £15,000 from the British Red Cross Society for the 
creation of a trust fund. 
The Girl Guides' Association of Queensland 
was formed in 1919. At the conclusion of World War I, 
Lady Gould-Adams, wife of the State Governor, insti-
gated steps to organise "Girl Guides," and as is weh 
known, companies now function in all areas of the 
State. Objectives—Character formation, creation of 
self-reliance, training in home-making and the bringing 
up of children—seek to develop good citizens. The 
association's first State Commissioner was Lady 
Macartney. 
A meeting of five Brisbane women on May 20, 
1920, laid the foundation of the Queensland Houswives' 
Association. The high cost of living and profiteering 
in that post-war era were a real source of worry to 
the home-maker and an active women's organisation 
which might endeavour to do something to reheve 
these conditions was considered desirable. The first 
group set up was "The Kurhpa Housewives' Associa-
tion," but it was quickly realised that something bigger 
should be attempted, and in July, 1920, a public meet-
ing held in the Brisbane School of Arts changed the 
name to the Queensland Housewives' Association. The 
foundation President was Mrs, H. Spurgin. 
During and after the first world war many 
women's groups arose in Queensland to meet the par-
ticular needs of those days. For example:— 
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The Women's Mutual Service Club, which became 
The League of Women Relatives of Sailors and Soldiers 
after the war. 
The Women's Emergency Corps — a significant 
group formed in 1919 to assist those who suffered 
through the serious influenza epidemic raging at that 
time. The group began with the formation of a 
women's committee by Archbishop Donaldson, of the 
Anglican Church. Bishop Le Fanu was the Chairman. 
It reached a strength of 1,000 members. The work 
undertaken was entirely practical and was invaluable. 
Members attended patients in their homes, ensured 
medical attention in severe cases, did household chores 
and distributed food; every suburb had a soup kitchen. 
The immense value of the corps was thoroughly appre-
ciated by the public and by the health authorities in 
those very difficult days. 
An interesting group was the Brisbane Wool 
Spinning Guild, which commenced operations in 1914 
and worked continuously until 1919. The output of 
knitting wool was amazing. The guild, one feels, will 
stand alone in the history of women's organisations, 
as with the progress of production of knitting yarns 
in Austraha since those war years and modern tech-
niques, its like will not be seen again. The President 
of the group was Mrs. R. W. Gran. 
Important women's auxiliaries were formed 
during the war, amongst them The Limbless Sailors', 
Soldiers' and Airmen's Ladies' Welfare Committee; 
the auxiliaries attached to the sub-branches of the 
Returned Sailors', Soldiers' and Airmen's Imperial 
League of Australia; The Ex-Service Women's Sub-
branch of the R.S.S.A.I.L.A.; and The Returned Sisters' 
Sub-Branch of the R.S.S.A.I.L.A. In ah of these out-
standing work was done. 
The Coo-ee Cafe, Brisbane, can be noted here. It 
functioned with a band of hard workers under the 
capable management of Mesdames L. M. Bond and 
Frank Little and built up a profit of £7,638, which was 
divided amongst various comfort funds. 
The efforts of Queensland women in the 1914-1918 
war in business, in industry and in public work erected 
a milestone in the development of women's activities 
in widened fields from which there has been no 
turning back. 
At this point the Red Cross Society (Queensland 
Branch) should be mentioned. Although not a women's 
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organisation, it is one in which devoted women have 
carried a large share of the burdens and responsibhi-
ties in the many avenues which have developed since 
the society was formed in this State at a public meet-
ing held on August 13, 1914—only nine days after the 
outbreak of hostilities. Branches speedhy sprang up 
throughout Queensland, and the work done during both 
war periods and being done to-day increasingly is so 
generally known as to need no elaboration. During the 
1914-1918 war the Red Cross Cafe and the Red Cross 
Kitchen were special provinces of women workers. The 
originator of the latter was Mrs. Scott Fletcher, and 
Mrs, A, W. Bale was convener during the whole period 
of its operations. The "kitchen" was a heavy under-
taking, labour saving devices such as we have to-day 
being then unknown. 
Voluntary Aid Detachments (women) of the Red 
Cross Society first functioned at the beginning of 
1916, working in military hospitals and convalescent 
homes. Their good work continues to-day. 
In 1921 we find The Queensland Bush Book Club 
established. Very little imagination is required to bring 
a realisation of the value of such a club to country 
people. Instigation by "The Brisbane Courier" and 
the enthusiasm of a few women were responsible for 
its start. Mrs. Osmond Smith of Khcoy took the first 
practical step by donating £5, which amount permitted 
the sending out of the first books. The group has 
continued its special work with increasing success, 
making a very definite contribution to the State of 
Queensland. The club's first President was Mrs. 
Stanley Chapman. 
The year 1922 saw the constituting of The 
Queensland Country Women's Association. The inspira-
tion for its formation came from a speech of the then 
Governor of the State, Sir Matthew Nathan, and the 
idea was taken up by Mrs. C. A. McFarlane of the 
Brisbane Women's Club, A conference was convened 
by the Brisbane Women's Club, opened by Lady 
Forster, and at it the Q,CW.A. was formed. It is a 
non-party political and non-sectarian body, primarhy 
devoted to the welfare of country women. 
Few organisations have developed in Queensland 
as has the Country Women's Associations. Branches 
now exist in every town and district; through them 
young and older women are brought together in bonds 
of friendship, especiahy in their own areas. Objectives 
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are to make conditions of life better in conimunities, 
to look after the lonely women and to assimilate new-
comers. Modern amenities, air travel, etc., have con-
siderably relieved loneliness and have helped to 
enhance the value and extend the influence of the 
Q.C.W.A. Many other organisation have been assisted 
by this body, notably the Bush Children's Health 
Scheme and the New Settlers' League. Students from 
Asian countries, in Queensland under the Colombo 
Plan, have benefited by the direct interest taken in 
them by the association. 
Achievements are:— 
The setting up of students' hostels to allow 
children from country districts to attend schools; 
establishment of hostels for waiting mothers who have 
to travel long distances; establishment of rest rooms; 
establishment of seaside homes and cottages. 
The Country Women's Association is the largest 
and most influential women's organisation in Queens-
land. To-day's membership is approximately 20,000. 
The foundation officers were:— 
President, Mrs. Ruth Fairfax; Honorary Secre-
tary, Miss Marjorie Scholfield; Honorary Treasurer, 
Miss Cocks, 
Queensland members are very proud of the fact 
that one of their number, Mrs. A, M, Berry, 0,B,E,, 
J,P,, was elected President of the Associated Country 
Women of the World in 1953, and holds that office 
to-day. 
The Victoria League (founded in England in 1901 
in memory of Queen Victoria, to help British people 
travelling in the British Empire) came to Queensland 
in 1927, Lady Goodwin was the first President here— 
wife of the State Governor. The league's motto—"For 
Commonwealth and Empire Friendship" explains its 
object. During the 1939-1945 war it organised a service 
group which sent thousands of food parcels to Britain 
and continued to do so for a considerable time after 
the war. Now the league has its own building, Victoria 
League House in Wickham Terrace, Brisbane, where 
it carries on its activities, an important one being 
assistance to the New Settlers' League in the assimila-
tion of migrants. Queensland membership is over 2,000 
—approximately 1,800 members in Brisbane and 280 
in Toowoomba. Though fundamentahy a women's 
organisation, men can, and do, join the Victoria 
League, 
202 
A group of women, residents of the Brisbane 
suburb of Bardon, formed a club in 1927, mentioned 
here because after thirty years it remains the only 
suburban club of its type. It is The Bardon Women's 
Club. The members enjoy cultural and educational 
opportunities and do a considerable amount of welfare 
work. The Club's founder President was Mrs. T. G. H. 
Jones. 
A body doing very practical work is The 
Catholic Daughters of Australia, established by His 
Grace, Archbishop Duhig, in 1928, on his return from 
the United States of America. The first President was 
Mrs. P. J. Copley. The organisation has devoted itself 
to the welfare of women and chhdren, bringing practi-
cal assistance to unfortunate people lacking material 
necessities, to women prisoners, to the lonely aged, and 
to hospital patients. The work has spread very much 
since 1928, To-day the C.D.A. works in every diocese 
in Queensland and branches exist in almost every 
town. The New Settlers' League, the Travellers' Aid 
Society and the Queensland Social Service League are 
directly assisted by the C.D.A. 
In 1929 we find the setting up of The Travellers' 
Aid Society of Queensland with assistance from the 
Brisbane Women's Club, which in its almost thirty 
years of existence has proved itself of great value, 
especially to women and children. Special mention 
must be made of the work of its first President, Mrs. 
Cumbrae-Stewart. 
Travel by rail, which until fairly recent times was 
the principal mode of transport, has, in the main, 
presented real difficulties — infrequent trains, long 
waits for connections, accommodation problems, etc. 
If ever an organisation originated in peace time 
because of a real need, it is "Travehers' Aid." Its 
activities have gradually widened—arrangements have 
been made to take persons to hospital, accommodation 
has been arranged for relatives, travelling guardians 
have been found for children. During the war years 
1939-1945 seemingly unsurmountable accommodation 
problems were solved by this society. 
The Pan Pacific and South-East Asia Women's 
Association, at its commencement known as the Pan 
Pacific Women's Association, is a group seeking "to 
promote mutual friendship and understanding amongst 
women of the countries bordering the Pacific and 
through the women to influence national progress in 
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the fields of education and health, and the status of 
women generally." The association was formed at 
Honolulu in 1921 and held its first conference in 1924. 
Queensland women became interested, through the 
National Council of Women, in the objects of the asso-
ciation and a study group was commenced in Brisbane 
in 1929-1930. During the war years activity was 
impossible and after the war the National Counch of 
Women undertook the task of re-establishing the 
organisation in Australia. This they did and Queens-
land's Lady Cilento was sent by the Australian 
Government to the first post-war conference in 
Honolulu. Conferences followed in Christchurch, New 
Zealand, in 1952, and in Manha in 1955, at both of 
which Queensland was strongly represented. 
A group of persons of both sexes was respon-
sible for the initial stages of formation of the 
Mothercraft Association of Queensland, which came 
into existence at the close of the year 1931. Two women 
medicos, Dr. Phyllis Cilento (now Lady Chento) and 
Dr. Doris Wagner were at the heart of the work and 
Lady Cilento has continued to be a power in the 
association. The educating of mothers in mothercraft, 
the co-ordinating of the association's activities with 
those of similar organisations elsewhere, in acquiring 
accurate knowledge in matters relating to the health 
of women and children, and the encouraging of train-
ing in the case of infants and young children, which 
has been carried out at the association's own Mother-
craft Home, are its main objectives. 
A number of women who felt that a common 
meeting ground for both town and country women 
would be helpful to both met in 1929 to form The 
Town and Country Women's Club. The club has func-
tioned successfully as a social and cultural group and 
its steady growth indicates that it has fihed a need 
and proved of interest to many women. 
The University of Queensland Women Graduates' 
Association was formed in 1921 and very quickly be-
came part of a national body through the formation 
of an Australian Federation. The association was the 
outcome of realisation of the need for world friendship 
after the 1914-1918 war. It continues to promcDte 
understanding and friendship between university 
women in national and international spheres, and has 
been a strong force behind making possible the buhd-
ing of a new Women's College at St. Lucia, Brisbane. 
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Mention should be made here of The Women's College 
Standing Committee. Very soon after the opening of 
the first University of Queensland in 1911, two 
Queensland women. Miss Elizabeth Lothian and Miss 
Dora Copas, set out to bring before interested people 
the need for a college for women students at the Uni-
versity of Queensland. Their efforts culminated in the 
setting up of an influential committee of which Mrs. 
J. S. P. Bourne was President, and this committee, 
with the assistance of the National Council of Women, 
was responsible for the opening of the first college, 
situated in Main Street, Kangaroo Point. The com-
mittee did not disband with the achievement of a 
college, but continued with the aim of establishing a 
buhding fund. In recent years the Women's College 
project has been much before the public with the need 
to erect a college at St, Lucia, and in this present year, 
1958, work on that building is in progress. 
The Association of Queensland Women's Forum 
Clubs began during the darkest days of World War II 
—in the year 1941, when public work was almost 
entirely confined to war efforts. Four Brisbane women, 
Mrs. T. R. Groom, Mrs, T, C Bray, Miss Ruth Don and 
Mrs. W. J. Purreger, felt strongly that something 
should be done to stimulate the mental side of women's 
lives at that particular time, and they met to discuss 
formation of a group which came to be known as the 
Forum Club, Its first meeting took place in July, 1941, 
and in this present year we have the Association of 
Queensland Women's Forum Clubs comprising three 
clubs in Brisbane and five clubs in the country. The 
association's aims are:— 
To equip women for public life; to stimulate 
intellect and to train women to work together 
harmoniously. 
Training in public speaking and meeting procedure 
hold pride of place in the activities. 
Unlike most of the other organisations, the asso-
ciation changes its officers every six months, the 
object being the assuming of office by ah members. 
The association has no affiliation outside Queensland. 
We find in The Business and Professional Women's 
Club, formed in October, 1946, a group of quite a 
different type from any previously existing. The first 
of its aims reads:— 
205 
To awaken and encourage in business and profes-
sional women a realisation of their responsibhities in 
their own country and consequently in world affairs. 
Note the emphasis on producing a realisation of 
responsibilities in world affairs—a sign of "growing 
out." Approaches were made in the first place to inter-
ested Brisbane women by clubs established in 
Melbourne and Sydney. 
These were followed by a visit to Brisbane of Miss 
Audrey Turner, of Sydney, which led to the formation 
of the Brisbane Club with Lady Chento as founder 
President, Early in 1947 the Australian Federation 
of Business and Professional Women's Clubs was con-
stituted. To-day there are fifty-two clubs in Australia; 
eleven of these are in Queensland with a State member-
ship of approximately 500 trained women. The organi-
sation seeks to influence public opinion through 
education and through representations to governments 
and international conventions which will strengthen 
the position of women. Its membership concentrates 
on maintaining high standards of service in business 
and the professions; on widening the interest of 
women, especially those engaged in business or the 
professions (1) in the sphere of work ; (2) in the State ; 
(3) in the Commonwealth, and (4) in the world, be-
lieving that women—more than half of the human 
race—have very important contributions to make to 
better and peaceful living, not, so far, fuhy given. 
While the club interests itself in assisting community 
efforts, it is not, in the accepted sense, a service club— 
being mainly concerned with all aspects of the raising 
of the status of women, including removal of sex 
discrimination, equality of opportunity in business and 
public life, implementation of the fundamentally just 
principle of equal remuneration for work of equal 
value. 
This organisation is a development of the 
increased activities of women in work outside the 
home and could not have existed in an earlier century. 
The outstanding women's organisation formed as 
an outcome of the 1939-1945 war is The War Widows' 
Guild. Mrs. G, A. Vasey, of Victoria, widow of Major-
General Vasey, was the power behind the establish-
ment of the guild, Guhds now exist in the capital cities 
of every Australian State, with a total membership 
of approximately 12,000. The Queensland Guhd com-
menced on August 2, 1947, and its membership in 
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1958 approximates 2,700. Its objective is to assist war 
widows generahy with help and advice; it does not 
favour the giving of financial assistance but encour-
ages its members to self help. Two homes for aged 
widows (flats) have been set up in Queensland. 
Soroptomism came to this State in 1949 v/hen 
several Brisbane women, each considered to be 
outstanding in her own sphere and having a desire to 
band together for service, met to form The 
Soroptomist Club. Mrs. E. R. B. Pike was elected 
President. The group claims to be one of trained minds 
and holds itself ready to concentrate on any social or 
economic matter considered to come within its 
province. It has recently set up an "over sixty" group. 
A year later (in 1950) an interesting organisation 
was commenced amongst Roman Catholic women, 
namely St. Joan's Social and Political Alliance, and Mrs, 
M. V, Fogarty became its first President, It is a non-
party political group which aims to develop qualities 
of citizenship in its members, to fight against social 
evils, and to stimulate work in matters of intellectual 
interest. The alliance is Australia-wide and is an 
influential organisation. 
It will be noticed that women's efforts in some 
church denominations have not so far been referred 
to. Women workers in the Methodist Church have been 
extremely active in all spheres of assistance and uplift 
of girls and women since the State's earliest days, but 
it was not until 1954 that the various groups were 
united in Queensland in The Methodist Women's 
Federation under the Presidency of Mrs. G. E. 
Holland. 
Church of Christ women banded together in Bris-
bane as far back as 1889, with Mrs, Digby Denham as 
President, The Baptist Women's Union, formed in 
October, 1909, co-ordinated work in that Church: 
President at commencement, Mrs, J. Mursell; and the 
Congregational Women's Fellowship united simhar 
work in that denomination in 1910. The State, too, has 
benefited from the labours of Jewish Women in welfare 
work in their guilds and councils. 
Leaving this particular field and coming back to 
the year 1950 we have the formation in Brisbane of 
The Quota Club International Incorporated, a group pri-
marily devoted to welfare work. Miss Maibry Wragge 
was the first effective President, Mrs. Suzanna Martin 
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the first appointee, being unable to remain in office. 
To-day there are five of these clubs in Queensland. 
Also founded in 1950 was The Queensland Women's 
Historical Association, Mrs. A. A. Morrison being the 
first President. Its objectives are:— 
To interest women in Australian history, particu-
larly Queensland history, with special emphasis on the 
life and times of pioneer women, including those who 
pioneered the arts, professions and social services; to 
collect materials for study, such as published and un-
published records of settlement and discovery, letters, 
family histories, manuscripts, diaries, personal narra-
tives of early settlers, and articles used in their homes; 
to identify, mark and preserve buildings of historical 
interest for posterity. 
For the first four years of the association's 
existence its impact was not strong, but in the year 
1954 it showed definite progress. In that year its 
present President, Mrs, Chas. Young, took over and 
volunteered to establish a most essential adjunct—an 
historical file. Records now being collated should give 
to posterity a clear picture of women's part in the 
development of the State—a picture up to the present 
not available. 
The association's membership is 620 and its well-
attended functions indicate vitality. 
The last organisation we shall mention in this 
section is one in a truly modern sphere — The 
Australian Women's Pilots' Association, Queensland 
Branch, formed in 1951 with the aim of securing 
opportunities for women in aviation fields. Its first 
President was Miss Pat Redman, Present membership 
is twenty-six. Difficulties surround the attaining of 
the association's objective; this applies to all new 
departures and the group looks optimistically to the 
future for success. 
Keeping step with the general advancement of 
women into wider fields Women's Sporting Organisa-
tions have been established and have progressed 
steadhy; indeed there are now few sports in which 
women do not take part. Organised women's sport 
may be said to have started in the early 1900s, but it 
was not until after the first world war that they reahy 
came into prominence. Looking into their entry into 
golfing spheres one is amused to note that in 1900 an 
unwritten law existed—"Keep women out," hanphy not 
acceptable in Queensland. Women golfers in large 
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numbers now compete in ah clubs. They have not yet, 
however, reached the status of member—they are still 
merely "associates." Queensland associates have per-
formed with distinction in national and international 
events. 
Swimming is a field in which Queensland women 
have excelled for over fifty years. The Queensland 
Women's Amateur Swimming Association, formed in 
1904, inaugurated the first competitive swimming in 
Australia. Mrs. S. Springfield was the association's 
first President. Other members of the Springfield 
family have done much to advance swimming in this 
State and have helped to produce winners of national 
and world events. 
We read of competitive women's tennis com-
mencing in 1905; of competitive rowing in 1920; of 
competitive basketball in 1920; of the Queensland 
Women's Croquet Association evolving in 1922; of 
the formation of the Queensland Women's Hockey 
Association in 1929; and of women coming into com-
petitive bowls in 1930. 
Before the outbreak of the second world war 
women's sporting organisations had grown strong, and 
since the conclusion of hostilities in 1945 women in 
increasing numbers have become active participants 
in sport in this State. They have even entere(i the 
game of cricket and reached the stage of international 
competition. In the 19th Century this would have 
seemed as unlikely as modern air travel. 
Reviewing the facts as set out herein, what are 
our findings? In 100 years change is the first thing 
we expect to see and two major wars in the 20th 
Century certainly brought striking developments in 
the field of women's endeavours which proved for all 
time the abhity of women to undertake work and 
responsibility in any sphere to which they may aspire. 
Organisations such as the Queensland Women's Chris-
tian Temperance Union, the Queensland Women's 
Electoral League, the National Counch of Women, and 
the Brisbane Women's Club, early set out to make 
possible higher educational standards for women and 
to encourage and prepare them to enter public life. 
For many years this work went on enthusiasticahy. 
Strong approaches to authorities by women's organi-
sations brought many reforms and improvements 
affecting the lives of women and children, but no 
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signal success can be claimed in securing the election 
of women to civic office. State or Federal Parhament. 
The formation of the Queensland Country 
Women's Association in 1922 harnessed the efforts of 
a great number of women hitherto untouched by 
organisational work, and the Association of Queens-
land Women's Forum Clubs made an impact in the 
1940s by influencing women to accept leadership in 
organisations to the advancement of women generally. 
The Business and Professional Women's Club entered 
the field in strength in 1946, and with its membership 
of trained women, and affiliations with strong National 
and International Federations dedicated to the raising 
of the status of women, it can claim to be a leader in 
this sphere. 
Results achieved in many women's organisations 
in late years cannot be said to have been spectacular. 
To some extent we can attribute this to the fact that 
many improvements sought have been accomplished, 
but, too, we find that some organisations tend to lose 
sight of their specific objectives by emulating activi-
ties of others, causing overlapping and loss of 
strength. It could be added that in some groups where 
initial enthusiasm has been high, something in the 
nature of apathy has developed—an all too common 
fault revealed in the history of human endeavour. 
Nevertheless, since the turn of the century, and 
in this year 1958, the voice of non-governmental 
organisations has been, and is, heard with respect in 
local, national and international spheres. A tremen-
dous responsibility rests upon the leaders of women's 
organisations to develop foresight on current problems, 
to find constructive solutions, to gain courage and 
strength to guide their members to decisions based 
on principles of integrity and selfless service, 
and to create a climate of acceptance of the 
high value of contributions which can be made 
by women at top levels in dealing with the problems 
of this scientific age. 
The year 1959, which completes the first 100 
years of Queensland's existence as a separate State, 
finds women prominent and effective in every aspect 
of cultural, educational, civic and political life, while 
still carrying out the duties allocated to them in an 
earlier age—assisting the under privileged, the sick, 
needy and aged in our communities. 
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The advancement in women's status, generally, is 
most gratifying, but by no means satisfactory is the 
fact that Queensland women do not yet attain—except 
in rare cases—executive or public office. Persons of 
discernment must realise that possible sources of intel-
lectual ability are being overlooked, and this, surely, 
is something which the Western democracies can ill 
afford. The ideal "finishing school" for women who 
wish to enter public life, after our educational estab-
lishments have done their best, is organisational work. 
In it the art of working in co-operation is learnt, of 
seeing the other person's point of view. If these are not 
acquired an individual is not likely to make a produc-
tive or lasting contribution in executive or public 
office. 
Some of our women in Queensland have been 
successful in overcoming that still existing hurdle— 
"sex discrimination." They have made valuable con-
tributions to the life of the State through various 
organisations by their courage and initiative, to the 
general advancement of women. Some credit for this 
must be given to organisational work. Many of these 
women have been named in this paper, the founders, 
mainly, of groups; very many more could be men-
tioned, women of outstanding abhity who have given 
yeoman service and to whom we owe a great debt. I 
would like especially to mention a few and have 
selected:— 
Mrs. Irene Longman—the first and only woman 
to be elected to the Queensland State Legislative As-
sembly and of whom our women are very proud. Mrs. 
Longman entered State Parliament at the 1929 elec-
tions as the Liberal Par ty Representative for the 
Bulimba Electorate (previously a Labour stronghold) 
and held the seat for the three-year term during which 
the Party remained in office. Her first training for 
public life could be said to be as a Kindergarten Stu-
dent and Teacher; then followed experience in the 
work of the Playground Association and the Bush Book 
Club, of both of which she was a foundation member; 
in the National Council of Women, in which she held 
the office of President for four years; and in the 
Creche and Kindergarten Association. She is a Life 
Member of the Queensland Women's Electoral League. 
Dr. Freda Bage, M.Sc, L.L.D.—First Principal 
of the Wom.en's College, Brisbane, which office she 
held for thirty-three years from 1914. Was a member 
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of the Australian delegation to the League of Nations, 
Geneva, on two occasions, first in 1926 and again at 
the final meeting of the League. Dr. Bage was the 
first woman representative on the Senate of the Uni-
versity of Queensland. 
Senator Dame Annabelle Rankin, D.B.E. has since 
her election to the Senate of the Commonwealth in 
1946 been an example of the highest standard of 
service in political life. She is the first Queensland 
woman to enter Federal Parliament and the first 
Queensland woman to have been created a Dame 
Commander. 
Dame Annabehe's early political inspirer was her 
father. Colonel C D. W. Rankin, Member of the 
Queensland Legislative Assembly. Her training was 
assisted by her experience in the Girl Guides' Associa-
tion, the Junior Red Cross, the Queensland Country 
Women's Association, the Royal Empire Society, the 
Victoria League and the Centaur Memorial Fund, 
In the war years 1939-1945 she first worked as 
a V,A,D., but later served as Y.W.CA. Assistant Com-
missioner attached to the Army and in charge of 
welfare work with all the women's services in Queens-
land. She also visited New Guinea in connection with 
this work. 
Dame Annabelle Rankin entered the Federal 
Senate as a member of an Opposition of three. She 
has been a member of the Parliamentary Standing 
Committee on Broadcasting; has been on the House 
Committee; the Library Committee and the Regula-
tions Committee. In 1950 she became a member of the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee for Public Works, 
the only woman who has been on this committee. She 
has been Government Whip since 1951 and is the only 
woman in any British Parliament to have held that 
office. 
Mrs. G. L. Byth, O.B.E., B.A,—Past President of 
the Brisbane Women's Club; Past President of the 
National Council of Women of Queensland, 1940-1945; 
1948-1952; and of the National Counch of Women of 
Australia, 1944-1948; President of the United Nations 
Association of Australia (Queensland Division) and of 
the Pan Pacific and South-East Asia Women's Associa-
tion (Queensland division) ; represented Australia at 
the United Nations Commission on the Status of 
Women in 1949; Member of the Federal Government's 
Consult Committee on Import Policy (only Queens-
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lander) ; member of Mhk Board, Brisbane (first 
woman to be appointed to a commodity board in 
Queensland); member of the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission (Queensland member). 
Mrs. A. M. Berry, O.B.E., J.P.—Commenced her 
career in the Queensland Country Women's Associa-
tion in 1929 in a very small branch as its Founder 
Honorary Secretary, Later became President of the 
Charleville branch; member of the State Council; 
State International Officer; Deputy State President; 
State President; and President of the Associated 
Country Women of the World in 1953. Mrs. Berry is 
in her second term as World President, which whl 
terminate in 1959. 
Dr. Lilian V. Cooper, M.D. — The first woman 
surgeon in Queensland and the second in Australia. 
Practised in Brisbane from the early 1900s until 
retirement in 1941. She gradually broke down the 
strong prejudice against women in the profession and 
came to be regarded as one of our leading surgeons. 
During the 1914-1918 war Dr. Cooper served at a 
forward dressing station on the Macedonian Front. 
Was awarded a Serbian decoration. Her memory is 
perpetuated in the gift of the site on Kangaroo 
Point by that outstanding Queensland woman phhan-
thropist. Miss M. J. Bedford, on which Mt. Olivet Hos-
pital is buht. 
In conclusion, I repeat the statement, the truth 
of which is now obvious, that no attempt has been 
made to include herein all women's organisations in 
early or late years. However, those selected do cover 
the spheres in which women have developed. One 
admires the tremendous force of women workers in 
the fields of endeavour under the administration of 
the various church denominations without which the 
State would be lamentably poorer. Mention could be 
made, too, of associations working close to their own 
particular interests such as the Queensland Head Mis-
tresses' Association, the University Women's Club, the 
Association of Women Pharmaceutical Chemists; of 
political groups like the League of Women Voters and 
the Women's Democratic Counch; and of social groups. 
Also, a long list of women who have given outstanding 
service could be compiled, but would make no contri-
bution to the subject matter of this paper. 
That there is a wide gap between the aspirations 
of the 19th Century woman and the woman of to-day 
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is very evident. One hopes that the value of the trained 
woman will not be lost upon those at the helm of the 
State; that a feature of the beginnings of our second 
century will be the bringing of equality of opportunity 
for women with men which should ultimately eliminate 
many women's organisations and create strong organi-
sations of men and women working in full partnership 
for the good of this State of Queensland of which we 
are so proud. 
